Board Meeting Minutes

July 9, 2009
The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, July 9, 2009, at 5:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for the regular monthly board meeting. The following board members were present and received per diem compensation: Jerry Chastain, John Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Mark Mitton, and Shane Neighbors. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chairman John Trammell called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m.

Mitton led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Chastain, which passed unanimously to amend the agenda to include approval of revisions to Policy JCDA Student Code of Conduct to the action items and to approve the agenda as amended.

Superintendent Mike Ballew presented a maintenance and construction update to the board including an update on the new gym and new kitchen at Jasper Elementary School. The new Administrative Building is looking at a completion date between October and the first of November. Ballew reported that we are waiting on the punch list for the new additions at Pickens High School. 

Chief Financial Officer Amy Burgess presented the financial report. Burgess reported FY09 general fund expenditures at 95.03% and revenue collected at 88.38%. The June SPLOST III balance was $293,216.84 interest paid was $33.81, and April revenue collected was $291,014.55. 

There was a motion by Easterwood, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimously to approve the minutes for June 18, 2009 and called minutes for June 17th and for June 29th as presented.

There was a motion made by Mitton, seconded Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve the surplus items as presented.

There was a motion made by Neighbors, seconded by Chastain, which passed unanimously to approve      the superintendent’s personnel recommendations as submitted. (See attachments.)

There was a motion by Easterwood, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimously to approve revisions to Policy JCDA Student Code of Conduct. (See attachements).

Board Comments:

Easterwood would like to conduct a walk-thru at the schools for the public to see all the improvements that have been made to our schools.

Chastain made a motion, seconded by Easterwood, to adjourn at 5:14 p.m. The vote to adjourn was unanimous.

July 23, 2009

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, July 23, 2009, at 

5:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and received per diem compensation: John Trammell, Shane Neighbors, Mark Mitton, Ervin Easterwood, and Jerry Chastain. 

Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chairman Trammell called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. 

A motion was made by Neighbors, seconded by Chastain, which passed on a 4-0 vote to approve the agenda as presented.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Chastain, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 5:04 p.m. to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)) to consult and meet with legal counsel pertaining to pending or potential litigation, settlement, claims, administrative proceedings, or other judicial actions brought or to be brought by or against the school district or an officer or employee or in which the officer or employee may be directly involved; (OCGA 50-14-2).

Easterwood entered the meeting at 5:10 p.m.

Board Attorney Phil Landrum III left the meeting at 5:45 p.m.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 6:54 p.m.

Chairman Trammell reported no action was taken in executive session. 

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to approve the personnel recommendations as presented. (See attached.)

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to amend the agenda to add approval of a change in our school calendar, work schedule, and salary reduction of three furlough days and to approve the agenda as amended.

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to approve a change in our school calendar, work schedule, and salary reduction for three days for employees that includes teachers taking July 29th, 30th, and October 7th as their three furlough days. All other employees will take furlough days as arranged by their supervisor. This is contingent on the State Board of Education approving a revised work schedule for certified employees at the State Board of Education meeting.

Mitton made a motion, seconded by Easterwood, to adjourn at 7:05 p.m. The vote to adjourn was unanimous.

August 13, 2009

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, August 13, 2009, at 

5:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for the regular monthly board meeting. The following board members were present and received per diem compensation: Jerry Chastain, John Trammell, Mark Mitton, and Shane Neighbors. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chairman John Trammell called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m.

Mitton led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

There was motion by Chastain, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda as submitted.

Superintendent Mike Ballew recognized the school board for participating in the Georgia School Board Association (GSBA) required six hour training activities. Ballew presented certificates from GSBA to the board.

Pickens High School Principal Chris Williams introduced Pickens County Extension Agent Rick Jasperse. Jasperse introduced his assistant Clarcy Kirby and the 4-H state winners from Pickens County and they were presented with certificates of achievement from Williams. Students recognized were Bob Jasperse, Caitlin Roland, C.J. Fellows, P.J. Wilkie, and Rachel Wigington.

Supervisor of Operations Lloyd Shaddix presented a maintenance and construction update to the board including an update on the new gym and new kitchen at Jasper Elementary School as well as the new Administrative Building. 

Chief Financial Officer Amy Burgess presented the financial report. Burgess reported FY09 general fund expenditures at 95.47% and revenue collected at 94.78%. Burgess reported FY10 general fund expenditures at 3.97% and revenue collected at 

.56%. The July SPLOST III balance was $619,942.04 interest paid was $553.50, and May revenue collected was $271,944.25. 

There was a motion by Chastain, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to approve the minutes for July 9, 2009 as amended and called minutes for July 23, 2009 as presented.

There was a motion made by Neighbors, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimously to approve the Five Year Local Facilities Plan Board Resolution.

There was a motion made by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to approve the Career/Technical local Plan.

There was a motion made by Mitton, seconded by Chastain, which passed unanimously to approve the superintendent’s personnel recommendations as submitted. (See attachments.)

Board Comments:

Chairman Trammel said thank you to Sheriff Donnie Craig who was in attendance at this meeting for the job he and his staff performed at the 2009 PHS Graduation Ceremonies.

Mitton made a motion, seconded by Chastain, to adjourn at 5:43 p.m. The vote to adjourn was unanimous.

August 26, 2009
The Pickens County Board of Education met on Wednesday, August 26, 2009, at 

4:30 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and received per diem compensation: John Trammell, Shane Neighbors, Mark Mitton, and Ervin Easterwood. Board Attorney Phillip Landrum III was also present. 

Chairman Trammell called the meeting to order at 4:38 p.m. 

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to amend the agenda to include a discussion referencing H1N1 flu virus and to approve the agenda as amended.

Superintendent Ballew and the board discussed the H1N1 flu, the predictions from health agencies, and what the school system was doing to help minimize the spread of the flu.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 4:46 p.m. to discuss the future acquisition of real estate; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)) to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)) to consult and meet with legal counsel pertaining to pending or potential litigation, settlement, claims, administrative proceedings, or other judicial actions brought or to be brought by or against the school district or an officer or employee or in which the officer or employee may be directly involved; (OCGA 50-14-2).

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 6:45 p.m.

Chairman Trammell reported no action was taken in executive session. 

A motion was made by Neighbors, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve the personnel recommendations as presented.

Trammell made a motion, seconded by Mitton, to adjourn at 6:48 p.m. The vote to adjourn was unanimous.

August 31, 2009
The Pickens County Board of Education met on Monday, August 31, 2009, at 

5:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and received per diem compensation: John Trammell, Shane Neighbors, and Mark Mitton. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was also present. 

Chairman Trammell called the meeting to order at 5:11 p.m. 

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimously to amend the agenda to include an executive session to discuss personnel and pending litigation and to approve the agenda as amended.

A motion was made by Neighbors, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimously to tentatively approve the FY10 Budget in the amount of $41,132,864.00. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Neighbors, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimously to tentatively approve the 2010 millage rate as 15.97.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 5:18 p.m. to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)) to consult and meet with legal counsel pertaining to pending or potential litigation, settlement, claims, administrative proceedings, or other judicial actions brought or to be brought by or against the school district or an officer or employee or in which the officer or employee may be directly involved; (OCGA 50-14-2).

A motion was made by Neighbors, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 6:08 p.m.

Chairman Trammell reported no action was taken in executive session. 

Neighbors made a motion, seconded by Mitton, to adjourn at 6:14 p.m. The vote to adjourn was unanimous.
September 10, 2009
The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, September 10, 2009, at 

5:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for the regular monthly board meeting. The following board members were present and received per diem compensation: Jerry Chastain, John Trammell, Mark Mitton, and Shane Neighbors. 

Chairman John Trammell called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m.

Chastain led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimously to amend the agenda to include a facilities discussion and approve the agenda as amended.

Pickens High School Career Technical Agricultural Education Director Shannon Gable recognized John and Tommy Tatum for receiving their National Level Certification in Construction Technology. Kevin Ward from CEFGA was in attendance to present John and Tommy Tatum with a national certified certificate. Gable said that John and Tommy are excellent teachers and do a wonderful job for the students at PHS.

Superintendent Mike Ballew presented all the Principals with their Georgia Accrediting Commission Certificates. All Pickens County Schools are accredited with quality through the Georgia Accrediting Commission, Inc. for 2009-2010.

Public participant Wendy Roberts addressed the board referencing personal issues she has with our Special Education Department.

Attendance Officer Shelley Cantrell reported enrollment as 4,477 students, drop-outs as eight, and 15 or more absences as one. 

Supervisor of Operations Lloyd Shaddix presented a maintenance and construction update to the board including an update on the new gym and new kitchen at Jasper Elementary School as well as the new Administrative Building. 

Chief Financial Officer Amy Burgess presented the financial report. Burgess reported FY10 general fund expenditures at 6.09% and revenue collected at 1.27%. The August SPLOST III balance was $330,396.22 interest paid was $410.89, and June revenue collected was $313,421.29. 

Ballew opened the sealed bids and presented the bids as follows: United Community Bank 3.4% fixed with fees, Jasper Banking Company 3.6% fixed, and Crescent Bank 7.5% fixed. Ballew reported he would give Burgess time to review the notices before any action is taken

There was a motion by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to approve the minutes for August 12, 2009 and called minutes for August 26th and 31st 2009 as presented.

There was a motion made by Chastain, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to approve the PHS FFA trip to the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, IN October 21-24.

There was a motion made by Mitton, seconded by Chastain, which passed unanimously to approve the superintendent’s personnel recommendations as submitted. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Chastain, which passed unanimously to approve the loan bid from United Community Bank at 3.4% fixed contingent upon bid submitted meets BOE specifications and approve the loan resolution. 

A discussion was held referencing facility rental.

Board Comments:

Mitton said good job to those who got the stadium ready for the previous Friday nights football game it looked really good.

Chastain made comments on President Obama’s pep talk to the nations’ students referencing how important it is to stay in school and how he thinks students receive most of their inspiration from teachers.

Mitton made a motion, seconded by Neighbors, to adjourn at 6:05 p.m. The vote to adjourn was unanimous.
September 17, 2009
The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, September 17, 2009, at 

6:30 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and received per diem compensation: John Trammell, Shane Neighbors, Jerry Chastain, and Mark Mitton. 

Chairman Trammell called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m. 

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to amend the agenda to include an executive session to discuss personnel, approval of personnel recommendations, and approve the agenda as amended.

A motion was made by Chastain, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimously to give final approval of the FY10 Budget in the amount of $41,132,864.00. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Neighbors, seconded by Chastain, which passed unanimously to approve the 2010 millage rate as 15.97.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 6:42 p.m. to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)).
A motion was made by Neighbors, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 6:51 p.m.

Chairman Trammell reported no action was taken in executive session. 

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to approve personnel as submitted.

Mitton made a motion, seconded by Chastain, to adjourn at 6:57 p.m. The vote to adjourn was unanimous.
October 14, 2009
The Pickens County Board of Education met on Wednesday, October 14, 2009, at 

4:45 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and received per diem compensation: John Trammell, Shane Neighbors, Ervin Easterwood, Jerry Chastain, and Mark Mitton. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present. 

Chairman Trammell called the meeting to order at 4:55 p.m. 

A motion was made by Chastain, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to amend the agenda to include final approval of the FY09 year end financials and approve the agenda as amended.

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Chastain, which passed unanimously to add a FY09 year end financial discussion to the October 15th school board agenda.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 5:03 p.m. to discuss the future acquisition of real estate; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)) and to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)).

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 5:36 p.m.

Chairman Trammell reported no action was taken in executive session. 

Mitton made a motion, seconded by Neighbors, to adjourn at 6:21 p.m. The vote to adjourn was unanimous.



October 15, 2009

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, October 15, 2009, at 

5:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for the regular monthly board meeting. The following board members were present and received per diem compensation: Ervin Easterwood, Jerry Chastain, John Trammell, Mark Mitton, and Shane Neighbors. Board Attorney Phil Landrum II was present.

Chairman John Trammell called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m.

Chastain led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to amend the agenda to include recognitions, end of year FY09 financials, approval of policy KG Use of School Facilities and waive policy BD Policy Development, approval of intergovernmental contract between Pickens County Board of Education and Pickens County Government, approval of real estate transaction donation from Big Canoe Company, LLC, and to approve the agenda as amended.

Jasper Middle School Principal Neil Howell recognized the Lady Dragons Softball Team. He presented Coach Phillip Black with the 2009 Mountain League Championship Trophy.

Attendance Officer Shelley Cantrell reported enrollment as 4,462 students, drop-outs as 11, and 15 or more absences as nine. 

Supervisor of Operations Lloyd Shaddix gave a construction update to the board including an update on the new gym and new kitchen at Jasper Elementary School as well as the new Administrative Building. 

Chief Financial Officer Amy Burgess presented the financial report. Burgess reported FY10 general fund expenditures at 13.92% and revenue collected at 5.33%. The September SPLOST III balance was $439,561.43 interest paid was $516.47, and July revenue collected was $360,773.63. 

There was a motion by Mitton, seconded by Chastain, which passed unanimously to approve the minutes for September 10, 2009 and called minutes for September 17, 2009 as presented.

There was a motion made by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to approve the surplus items as submitted.

There was a motion made by Easterwood, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimously to approve the superintendent’s personnel recommendations as submitted. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Chastain, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve the End of Year FY09 Financials.

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to adopt Policy KG Use of School Facilities and to waive School Board Policy BD Policy Development so that Policy KG will not have to wait 30 days for approval.

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement between PCBOE and Pickens Co. Govt. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve the Contract for Donation from Big Canoe Company, LLC. (See attachments.)

Board Comments:

Easterwood thanked everyone for their thoughts and prayers during his sickness and stay in the hospital. 

Neighbors made a motion, seconded by Mitton, to adjourn at 5:35 p.m. The vote to adjourn was unanimous.

November 12, 2009

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, November 12, 2009, at 

5:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for the regular monthly board meeting. The following board members were present and received per diem compensation: Ervin Easterwood, John Trammell, Mark Mitton, and Shane Neighbors. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chairman John Trammell called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Easterwood led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to amend the agenda to include a written statement from the Board of Education referencing the intergovernmental agreement between Pickens County Board of Education and Pickens County Government referencing the use of the schools gymnasiums and to approve the agenda as amended.

Chairman Trammell read a written statement referencing the intergovernmental agreement between Pickens County Schools and Pickens County Government referencing the use of the schools gymnasiums. The statement explained several issues and false information that had risen in the community.

Public participants, Byron Long, Joey Roland, and Britt Massey spoke to the board referencing the intergovernmental agreement between Pickens County Schools and Pickens County Government. Long and Massey requested the use of more gyms. Roland felt like after the statement had been read much of what he was going to ask had been answered.

Attendance Officer Shelley Cantrell reported enrollment as 4,464 students, drop-outs as 16, and 15 or more absences as 19. 

Supervisor of Operations Lloyd Shaddix gave a construction update to the board including an update on the new gym and new kitchen at Jasper Elementary School as well as the new Administrative Building. Shaddix also presented a maintenance report to the board.

Chief Financial Officer Amy Burgess presented the financial report. Burgess reported FY10 general fund expenditures at 21.72% and revenue collected at 17.94%. The October SPLOST III balance was $384,008.88 interest paid was $678.86, and August revenue collected was $296,732.45. 

There was a motion by Neighbors, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimously to approve the minutes for October 15, 2009 and called minutes for October 14, 2009 as presented.

There was a motion made by Mitton, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve the surplus items as submitted.

There was a motion made by Easterwood, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to approve the superintendent’s personnel recommendations as amended. (See attachments.)

Board Comments:

Chairman Trammel said congratulations to the band, cheerleaders, football players, and coaches for a good season and said a lot of character was shown.

Neighbors said thank you to Superintendent Ballew and Chairman Trammell for writing the statement referencing the intergovernmental agreement between Pickens County Schools and Pickens County Government referencing the gymnasiums. 

Mitton made a motion, seconded by Neighbors, to adjourn at 6:06 p.m. The vote to adjourn was unanimous.


December 2, 2009
The Pickens County Board of Education met on Wednesday, December 2, 2009, at 5:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and received per diem compensation: John Trammell, Shane Neighbors, Ervin Easterwood, Jerry Chastain, and Mark Mitton. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present. 

Chairman Trammell called the meeting to order at 5:09 p.m. 

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to include approval of the intergovernmental agreement between PCBOE and Pickens County Government referencing school gymnasiums and approve the agenda as amended.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 5:10 p.m. to discuss the future acquisition of real estate; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)) and to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)).

A motion was made by Neighbors, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 6:00 p.m.

Chairman Trammell reported no action was taken in executive session.

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Chastain, which passed unanimously to approve the intergovernmental agreement between PCBOE and Pickens County Government referencing the schools gymnasiums as amended. 

Mitton made a motion, seconded by Chastain, to adjourn at 6:01 p.m. The vote to adjourn was unanimous.
December 10, 2009
The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, December 10, 2009, at 5:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for the regular monthly board meeting. The following board members were present and received per diem compensation: Ervin Easterwood, Jerry Chastain, John Trammell, Mark Mitton, and Shane Neighbors. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chairman John Trammell called the meeting to order at 5:06 p.m.

Easterwood led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

UA motion was made by Chastain, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimouslyU to approve the agenda as presented.

Tate Elementary School Principal Deb Longshore recognized TES student Ariel Hayes for winning the ETC3 2009 Spelling Bee.

Pickens County Middle School Principal Chris LeMieux recognized the PCMS 7th and 8th Grade Math Dragons Team. The team won the Fall 2009 Berry College math Contest. Coaches were Rhonda Shaddix, Stacy Jent, Jill Liberatore, and Diane Jackson. 

Jasper Middle School Principal Neil Howell recognized the JMS FFA for receiving the North Region Chapter of the Year Award for the 4th consecutive year and also receiving the National Three Star Chapter Award. Advisor for FFA is Todd Dobson. 

Attendance Officer Shelley Cantrell reported enrollment as 4,449 students, drop-outs as 19, and 15 or more absences as 74. 

Supervisor of Operations Lloyd Shaddix gave a construction update to the board including an update on the new Administrative Building. Shaddix reported that office staff has begun to move into the new building. Shaddix also presented a maintenance report to the board.

Chief Financial Officer Amy Burgess presented the financial report. Burgess reported FY10 general fund expenditures at 29.33% and revenue collected at 42.15%. The November SPLOST III balance was $391,525.03 interest paid was $640.63, and September revenue collected was $265,896.36. 

UThere was a motion made by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimouslyU to approve the minutes for November 12, 2009 and called minutes for December 2, 2009 as presented.

UThere was a motion made by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimouslyU to approve the superintendent’s personnel recommendations as presented. (See attachments.)

UThere was a motion made by Easterwood, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimouslyU to approve a Mountain Education Center site in Pickens County.

UThere was a motion made by Chastain, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimouslyU to approve a resolution to support the school system that have been required to go to court in an effort to stop the unconstitutional use of local tax funds.

UThere was a motion made by Neighbors, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimouslyU to schedule the January board meeting for Thursday, January 14, 2010, at 5:00 p.m.

Board Comments:

Mitton said to everyone a Merry Christmas. 

UMitton made a motion, seconded by Neighbors, to adjourn at 6:36 p.m. The vote to adjourn was unanimous.

December 16, 2009
The Pickens County Board of Education met on Wednesday, December 16, 2009, at 5:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and received per diem compensation: John Trammell, Shane Neighbors, Ervin Easterwood, Jerry Chastain, and Mark Mitton. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present. 

Chairman Trammell called the meeting to order at 5:07 p.m. 

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Neighbors, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda as presented.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Mitton, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 5:09 p.m. to discuss to discuss and meet with legal counsel pertaining to pending or potential litigation, settlement, claims, administrative proceedings, or other judicial actions brought or to be brought by or against the school district or an officer or employee or in which the officer or employee may be directly involved; (OCGA 50-14-2).

A motion was made by Mitton, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 6:35 p.m.

Chairman Trammell reported no action was taken in executive session.

Chastain made a motion, seconded by Mitton, to adjourn at 6:36 p.m. The vote to adjourn was unanimous.

